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O Lord, How Excellent is Thy Name

Let the people offer prayer upon entering their pews, kneeling or bowing down.

In the Lord’s Name we greet you, praying that the Holy Spirit would bless your hearing of God’s Word with a lively trust in Him who died and rose for you, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Use the time prior to the service for silent preparation for worship.

· Visitors, consider prayerfully Trinity’s Confession of the Lord’s Supper on the pink bulletin insert.

· See front inside cover of LSB for prayers before and after the service, and before and after receiving the Sacrament.

· For self-examination before the service, consider the Christian Questions, pages 329, 330 in LSB.

· Prepare for the Liturgy by marking the pages and the hymns, reviewing the order of Service, and praying the Collect for the Day.

Please leave a record of your visit either in our guest book near the main door or on the guest side of the pink slip in your service folder.

Service Notes

The Circumcision and Name of Jesus is a Festival Day, not because the Nativity was observed only a week ago, or because a new civil year begins, but because the holy Child was circumcised on the eighth day and given the name of names. The Church has never connected the first of January with the beginning of a new year, and she has not recognized any new year’s day but the First Sunday in Advent. For in Christ and through Christ we have been made new; the old has gone, the new has come!

White, depicting glory and purity, is used for festivals of our Lord Christ Jesus.

Language of the Faith

Jesus is the proper name given to the Son of God at His conception and birth that means “the Lord (Yahweh” saves.”

Divine Service, Setting Three

LSB, page 184
Confession and Absolution

Hymn of Invocation

Our Lord began the fulfillment of the Law for all flesh by His circumcision.


LSB 898, “The Ancient Law Departs”

Service of the Word

Introit, Psalm 40


Speaking through David the Prophet, the Spirit of Christ proclaimed His Ministry—to trust the Father’s will.

May all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You; may those who love Your salvation say continually, “Great is the Lord!” Sacrifice and offering You have not desired, but You have given me an open ear. Burnt offering and sin offering You have not required. Then I said, “Behold, I have come; in the scroll of the book it is written of Me: I desire to do Your will, O My God; Your law is within My heart.”

Kyrie
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Gloria in Excelsis 
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Salutation & Collect of the Day
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The Church is mindful of Christ’s mission and prays for the circumcision of the Spirit.

Lord God, You made Your beloved Son, our Savior, subject to the Law and caused Him to shed His blood on our behalf. Grant us the true circumcision of the Spirit that our hearts may be made pure from all sins; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Old Testament Reading, Genesis 17:1-14

Circumcision was God’s appointed sign of the covenant: the LORD made a covenant commitment with all who by faith bore the mark of circumcision; the same LORD alone would be the God of Abraham, whom he would trust and serve.

1When Abram was ninety-nine years old the Lord appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before Me, and be blameless, 2that I may make My covenant between Me and you, and may multiply you greatly.”

3Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, 4“Behold, My covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. 7And I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. 8And I will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I will be their God.”

9And God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep My covenant, you and your offspring after you throughout their generations. 10This is My covenant, which you shall keep, between Me and you and your offspring after you: Every male among you shall be circumcised. 11You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between Me and you. 12He who is eight days old among you shall be circumcised. Every male throughout your generations, whether born in your house or bought with your money from any foreigner who is not of your offspring, 13both he who is born in your house and he who is bought with your money, shall surely be circumcised. So shall My covenant be in your flesh an everlasting covenant. 14Any uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin shall be cut off from his people; he has broken My covenant.” 

The Gradual, Hebrews 8

In the flesh of Jesus the Father fulfilled His covenant.

This is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put My laws into their minds, and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they shall be My people. I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.

Epistle, Galatians 3:23-29


God speaks to us about the purpose of the Law, and then the faith in Jesus Christ by which we are justified.

23Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed. 24So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith.

25But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, 26for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 27For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise. 

Alleluia & Matthew 1
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The name of the Lord, Jesus, signifies how the Father has fulfilled His covenant.

She will bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.

Gospel, Luke 2:21


Christ speaks to us about His holy Name and His circumcision.

21And at the end of eight days, when He was circumcised, He was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb.  (ESV)

Nicene Creed
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Hymn of the Day

The name of Jesus is sweet because by His perfected trust in the Father and faithful obedience to the Law, He serves as the source of our salvation.


LSB 524, “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds”

The Sermon 

Offertory
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Offering

The Prayer of the Church

P
We pray,
C
hear us, Prince of Peace

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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The Proper Preface for Christmas

The Church now beholds the full expression of God’s love, and we are drawn to the love of those things seen by faith.

For in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen.
Sanctus
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Lord’s Prayer
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Words of Our Lord
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Pax Domini
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Agnus Dei
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Distribution
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Distribution Hymn


The name states His work: Jesus—the Lord saves.


LSB 900, “Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love”

Nunc Dimittis
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Thanksgiving
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Salutation & Benedicamus
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Benediction
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Pastor: the Rev. Stewart D. Crown

Vicar: Mr. David Solum

Deacon: Vicar Solum
Organist: Marilyn Taddey

Choir Accompanist: Dr. Steve Winterstein

Choir Director: Mrs. Sally Winterstein
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